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POLITICAL. 
The Shaftg-i- Hind (Lahore), of the 28th February , a 
Critical state of affairs tliat the news lately receiv | 

in Central India. Central Asia clearly shows that a war 
between Russia and England is looming in the near future, 
and that the Russo-Afghén frontier will be demarcated with 
the blood of soldiers. Since the fall of Khartoum Russia 
has assumed an attitude of open hostility, and 
speedily sending her forces from Kohkaf to Turkistén, and 
they will ocoupy Panjdeh in a few days. An idea of their 
rapid advance may bé-formed from the fact that they have 
already seized Pal-i-Kh&tin and Sari Yari, which are dn! 
seventy-two miles from Herat. The London Times says 
that, as an outbreak of hostilities between Russia and Afghan- 
istin is apprehended, the British Boundary Commission 
withdraw to Herat. This shows that Russians are 
to continue their advance. The Civil and Military 
has received intelligence from trustworthy sources, 
effect that the Russian troops are assembling at B 
that nothing short of the occupation of Herat-and- 
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by British forces will check further Russian progress, The 
Amir will soon have an interview with the Viceroy at Lahore 
or Ambéla, and probably troops will be despatched to occupy 
Kandahar even before the interview. Hence it is obvious 
that the situation in Central Asia is becoming more and nore 


critical every day, and the eyes of all Englishmen will soon 
be turned from the Soudan and Burmah fo it. 


The Mittra Vilds (Lahore), of the 23rd February, referring 
Amtr’s proposed visit to to the proposed visit of the Amfr to 
dia 


this country, remurks that he should 
be allowed to carry out his intention if all Afghdnistén is 


fully satisfied with his rule and is well disposed towards the 
British Government ; otherwise his visit to the country of 
“unbelievers” may create suspicions in the minds of the 
Afghans, and lead to a rebellion among them, 


The Akhbdr-i- Am (Lahore), of the 28th February, states 
that the Nizim of Hyderabad has 
Offer of a contingent of 


troops by the Nizim for offered a contingent of troops for 
ne een service in the Soudan. The offer is 
most opportune, and gives an emphatic lie to the evil rumours 
spread by Anglo-Indian journals apainst his co-religionists 


The Koh-i- Nur (Lahore), of the 24th February, regrets 
Attacks made by Anglo to say that the Anglo-Indian press 
Manan nels etinst has most unwisely annoyed the Mu- 
with the fall of Khartoum. hammadans of this country by its 
unjust attacks against them in connection with the fall of 
Khartoum. Indian Muhammadans regard the Mahdi as an 
impostor, and their sympathies are with the British Govern- 
ment. (A correspondent of the Shafiq-i-Hind, Lahore, of the 
28th February, condemns the attacks as unjust and ill-advised, 
and asks all Muhammadan Associations in this sony to call 
for explanations from Anglo-Indian editors), 


The Hindustén{ (Lucknow), of the 25th obroary, via 
Express and the Musal- lishes the proceedings of a public: 
mSns of Lucknow. meeting lately held at the Qaisar-bag® 


(143 *) 


Lucknow, under the auspices of the Anjuman-i-Isl4mia in 
connection with the rumour spread by the Lucknow Express, 
that the Musalmans of that town had rejoiced ,over the fall 
of Khartoum. Speeches, suited to the occasion, were  deli- 
vered both by Musalma&ns and Hindds, and the rumour con- 
demned as false and malicious. A sub-committee was ap- 
pointed to send a letter to the editor of the Eapress requesting 
him to contradict his statement, and, in case of default, to 
take such astion as it may deem proper. (The Akhbdr-i- 
Alam, Meerut, of the 24th February, contradicts: the state- 
ment of the Express, and observes that the whole Muham- 


madan population in this country deeply regrets the death | 


of General Gordon.) 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


The Najmu-l-Akhbdr (Et4wah), of the 1st March, states 
Marquis of Lorne and that it is well known that the Mar- 
india. quis of Lorne was a candidate for 
the Viceroyalty on Lord Ripon’s retirement. In fact he 
left no stone unturned in order to secure the appointment ; 
but as all his efforts were unsuccessful, he has begun to hate 
this country. In a paper lately read before a public meeting 
presided over by him, it was proposed that the British Indian 
Association should send agents to different countries to 
enquire into the state of commerce. He advised that no 
agent should be sent to this country, as the man might 
get his spleen enlarged here. The conduct of the Marquis 
resembles that of the fox, which, being unable to get at the 
grapes, said that they weresour. Butif he really thinks the 
climate of this country to be injurious to the health of Euro- 
peans, he had better advise the British Government to reduce 
the number of European civil and military ‘officers in this 
country. In that case two birds would be killed with one 
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stone. On the one hand, many “Europeans would be ‘saved 


the danger of getting their spleens diseased, while, on the 


other, natives would be more wee wae cin doce in ‘the —. 


Service, 


The Najmu-l-Akhbdr (Etéwah), of the Ist March, states 
repealof Aims ‘that, looking at the unsatisfacto 

| me 44 state of frontier shihin; the “ivewen. 
ment of India is busy adopting all necessary prevautions for 
the protection of Europeans and Kurasiaus in au emergency. 
Fortresses are being repaired and strengthened, and it has 
even been proposed to fortify some places specially for the 
purpose. The volunteer force will be re-organised, and a new 
reserve volunteer force formed, So farso good. But itisto 
be regreted that nothing has yet been done for the protection 
of natives, In the event of Russian invasion (which Heaven 
forbid !), they would be entirely at the mercy of the enemy. 
They have no arms, nor are cities protected by walls as before, 
Hence they would have strong temptations to cast in their 
lot with the invaders in order to escape ruin and destruction, 


It is time that the Arms Act should be repealed and native 
volunteers enlisted. 


The Nuru-l-Anwdr (Cawnpore), of the 28th Sobeanry, 
Illegal proceedings of complains that recruiters induce iyno- 
ioe tha indice ae Bon rant persons to register themselves 
tion Act. as emigrants under the Indian Emi- 
gration Act by misrepresentation. No intending emigrant 
is allowed to go out of a depét, in order to prevent his friends 


from disabusing his mind. The district officers should strict- 
ly watch the proceedings of recruiters. 


The Reformer (Lahore), of the 25th February, regrets 
Arrest of a native of t0 say that one Shamsher Ali Khan, a 
er tg a 4 wnt trader of Lahore, who lately went to 
sian spy. Bhop4l to sell his merchandise there, 
has been mistaken for a Russian spy and arrested. ()n hearing 
of his arrest his father-in-law, one Kallu Khin at Lahore, 
sent a telegraphic message to the Bhopél darbér, praying for 
his release. The darb&r referred him to the Political Agent, 
to whom several telegrama were forwarded on the subject, 
but no reply was received. On this Kallu Khan sent a pe i 
tion to the Deputy Commissioner of Lahore, requesting 5% 


‘atervention on behalf of his: son-in-law, . but’ the: Deptity. 
Commissioner didnot. receive it. and returned it to-him.. The: 
Panjab Government should at once make.an inquiry: into the’ 
matter and procare ‘Shamsher Ali.Kh&nr’s rele 


The Najmu-l-Akhbdar (Et&wah); of the: atti FRebruary;- 
states’ that a: Buro - Telegraph’ 
A native shot at Mee- 


rut by a European Tele: aster | eerut® “a shot a* culti- 
graph Master. 


come, so to speak, a very, favourite. man-hunting. ground 

for the members of the dominant-race. .One or two natives 

are killed there by European sportsmen every ‘year. I¢‘will 

be remembered that a: European shot three niggers neat’ 
Bisoli in 1882 and. escaped with five years’ imprisonment... 
Suppose such unfortunate incidents. are always. accidental... 

If Europeans frequently shoot natives through carelessness, ; 

they should not be allowed to carry fire-arms, 


The Akmalu-l-Akhbdr (Delhi), of the 28rd February, 
states: that many’ water-carriers at 
carriers at Delhi for Delhi. ‘were. lately Ete 


Impressment of waters: 


sent to Cawnpore on their way to their destinalion, Their 
wives and other female relatives bitterly cried at the time of 
their departure. It would be a good thing if a large number 
of water-carriers were always maintained for service in 


the field. They might be employed on other duty in time of 
peace. ee 


A correspondent of the Nastin-i-Hind ° 


Ramoured transfer of . 2th bina! De 
the district head-quarters 0 
om Etah to Kdsganj.: 


to Késganj,: enters -his. strong: protest e 


Etah is situated in: the: centre of: the. 
climate is -better 


Résganj is sandy 
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to find: suitable sites for public buildings. In case of ree. 
moval of the district head-quarters, the public buildings at 
Btah will become useless, and new ones will have to bé 
erected at Kfsganj at a great cost. If-the Government 
desires that the head-quarters of the district. should be near 
the railway, that object can be'easily secured. tah is only 
seven or eight kos from Marehra, whichis a railway-station. A 
railroad may be constructed between the two places. If the 


road were extended to Etawah vid. Saket, Kuraoli, — 
and Karhal, it would be self-supporting. 


A correspondent of the Najmu-l- Akhbdr (Etéwah), of the 
24th February, writing from Mahatan, 

Growth of a mischiev- 
ous grass in Mahaban, compiains that a kind of mischievous 
— grass, called bdisari, has lately largely 
spread in that part of the country. The writer describes the 
evil effects which the grass has on land, and calls upon the 


Director of Agriculture and Commeree to devise measures for 
its eradication. 


The Victoria Paper (Sialkot), of the 28th February, states 
that it appears from communications 

lal-ud-af i tae reoutved Bond Rawalpindi that Sardar 
— Muhammad Jalélud-din Khan, who 
is an Honorary Magistrate and Municipal Commissioner 
there, is an able man and enjoys great popularity among all 
classes of people. He should be appointed Honorary Assist- 


ant Commissioner, and invested with the exercise of both 
criminal and civil powers. 


The Rafig-i-Hind (Lahore), of the 28th February, com 
Increase of crime in Plains of the great increase of crime 


onan. in Bannu, and urges that the police 
there should be strengthened, or at least changed. — 


_ The same paper states that it is romoured: that 9 sonemy, 
Toursof tahsildérs and Yalating. to tours of tabsildé . 2 
naib-tahsildérs, Fanjéb. = and naib-tahsildérs is ‘at pre ei 
before the Panjab Government. It bas been ‘proposed 24° 
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both classes. of officers sheuld spend fifteen days 
month in eamp, and that the naib-tahsildérs should receive 
some travelling allowance. There is really no:necessity for 
requiring tahsildars to go on tour every month. The system 
will interfere with the proper performanee of -their duty and 
will also involve a great: deal of inconvenience to suitors 
who will have to follow their camps. - However, if the schetiie 
be sanctioned, they should be paid travelling allowanes, 
otherwise zamind&rs will have to provide lodgings and food 
for them. When Government pays the travelling expetises 

of Deputy Commissioners, Extra Assistant Commissioners, 
~ and all other classes of officers on tour, there seems te be no 
reason why the same indulgence should not. be extended to 
tahsildars. : 

The Najmu-l-Akhbdr (Etdwalh), of the 1st. March, regrets 

Some printing presses ‘*° Say that the Director of Agrical- 
of Lucknow patronised by ture and Commerce gives all the 
the Director of Agricul- : Sas 
ture and Commerce, to the printing work to the Mission and. one 
exclusion of other presses. 4» two other presses at Lucknow, 
to the unjust exclusion of all other presses. This arrange- 
ment also involves unnecessary loss to Government, because - 
the latter presses would do the work equally well at lower 
rates. Moreover, it should be observed that the proprietors 
of the presses patronised by the Director waste the money 
they get from Government in drinking and payment of bribes. 
(The Wagdya-i- Alam, Gh&zipur, of the 23rd February; in 
commenting upon the same subject, condemns the action of 


the Director, and calls upon the Local Government to.iater 
fere.) 


The Khair Khwéh-i-Kashmér (Lahore), of the 26th Febra~ 
MF ge in : | nadie schaien ary, refers to the case of a native: 
killed her nathibedss a ee soldier who has severely wounded 
more his wife and killed her paramour. 
While he was on duty with his regiment away from: meni 
his wife contracted illegal intimacy with the, 
even married her daughter to the som of the d 
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these things came to his notice, he returned homte, disowned 
his wife, but appealed to the civil courts, praying that his 
daughter’s marriage, which had been concluded without 
his consent, should be declared invalid. His appeal to the 
civil courts resulted in nothing, and was dismissed even by 
the Chief Court. When he was going out of the Chief Court 
after the dismissal of his suit, his- wife, who was accompanied 
by the deceased, insulted him. He bided his time, and 
seizing a favourable opportunity, killed the deceased, and 
succeeded only in wounding his wife. He has -the full 
sympathy of the native community of Lahore, and it is 
believed that public subscription will be raised to meet the 
cost of his defence, Many pleaders have offered to conduct 
his defence gratis. The Khair Khwdh finds fault with the 
law which has granted so great freedom to women and regrets 
that the Chief Court rendered no aid to the soldier who had 
been so dishonoured the miscenduet of his wife. 


The Qudh Akhbér (Lucknow), of the 3rd March, refer- 
Supply of adulteratea Ting to the general complaint as to 
medicine by atidrs. the supply of rotten and adulterated 
medicine by atidrs or native druggists, remarks that any 
Government interference into the matter would be unneces- 
sary. The best remedy for the evil would be to start joint 
stock companies for the preparation and sale of medicine. 


The Hindusténi (Lucknow), of the-27th February, com- 
Attdrs and druggists at Plains that at Lucknow atédre dispense 


— rotten medieines, while druggists 


charge very high prices for European medicines. The reason 
why the latter charge such high prices is, that they have to pay 

high rates of commission to medical practitioners who: send 
them their patients for medicine. The medicine dispensed by 
them is also old and inefficacious. The Municipal Board sl out 
make some arrangements for all medicines at the shops of 
attérs and draggists being occasionally tested and @. a nined. 
Such arrangements would involve but little expenditures = 


Purchase of girls by prow- ‘dis that a kind of 
titutes. prevails among i 
ing-girls, They purchase young . 

eir vile trade. ‘This evil practice should be 
by measures similar to those in force for 
crease of eunuchs. 


AILWAY< 


A correspondent of the Almora Ak 

Rohilkhand and Ku. February, states that a proclamation 
maun Railway. was issued at Haldwani on 

idem by railway authorities by placards and beat of dram to 
the effect that four special trains would be run 
Haldwéni and Kétgod&m next day for the benefit of inten: 
pilgrims to Qhittrashal, which is situated near K 

and where a religious fair was held that day 
specials were timed to leave Haldwani at 1-30 P.M. | 

3 pM. and Kétgodém at 2-80 P.M. and 6 P.M, : 
facilities of travel offered by railway authorities inde sed 
even old and weak persons to visit the fair. But the writer 
complains that no special left K&tgodém for Haldw4ni at 
2-30 p.M., in accordance with the proclamation, and hence. 
the pilgrims were exposed to great inconvenience. Abont two 
hundred pilgrims, who had booked themselves and even taken 
their seats in the railway carriages, were detained till half 
past three, and then they were told that the train we 
leave at 6, and that'they might stay at the station till 

or go away, as they pleased. Many persons left the s 
in disgust and set out for -HaldwAni on’ foot. 
they had hardly gone a mile when the train left 
Were some very respectable persons among them. 
arrival at Haldwani they went strai ght to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Garstin, Senior Assistant Commissioner, and reported | 
matter to hi aief ineer 0 Railway 
anticipated ! 


pilgrims to leave the railway-station at Ké 

to be hoped that Lieutenant-Colonel Garstin will make a 
thoreugh inquiry into the matter. Pilgrims were also 
detained fer five hours on a ‘but they made 
no complaint to Government officers 
authorities that time. 


LOCAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 
Mumtdeu-l-Akhbdr (Bara Banki), of the 24th Fobro- 


Theft at Nawébganj, @ty, complains that thefts have been 
Bara Benki. 


pretty frequent at N awibganj for 
the last two years. Two cases of daring theft lately ocourred. 


One Tikarim was severely wounded by robbers, and a bar- 
glary was committed at the serfii. It must have taken the 
thieves two or three hours to break the serfi. What was the 
watchman about at the time ? oa 


The Aligarh Institute Gazette, of the 10th February 


Establishment of a Civil (received on the Ist March), i 18 | 
Service clase at the 


rE Mehemaning G2, state that a Civil Service class has 
been established at’the Afi; rh Mu- 
hammadan College, and congratulates the founders of the Col- 
lege and the whole Muhammadan community on th establish- 


ment of such a class. There are at present only four 
in the class. a 


| 


The Arye Patira (Bareilly), for Febraary, publishes am 
A Hindu widow-marriage s0count of the 


celebrated at Amritear, which has lately b | 
Amritsar, and expresses great satisfaction at the 
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